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images of these Tirthankaras are set up in the temples,
and reverenced as embodying the Jaina ideal of the con-
quering life. The legendary accounts of their lives,
showing the greatness of their renunciation, and through
what struggles they succeeded in snapping,the bonds of
karma and attaining complete detachment from the
senses, form the subject of the Jaina Puranas. In
choosing these as subjects for their poems they were
actuated by the same motives as Milton when he wrote
the Paradise Lost* or Csedmon when he sang of the
Creation.
The following are the names of the Tirthankaras,
who all bear the epithet of Nattia, " Lord ":
1.  pishabha              9. Ptishpadanta        17. Kunthu
2.  Ajita                   10. Sitala                  18. Ara
3.  Sambhava           11. Sreyamsa             19. Malli
4.  Abhinandana       12. Vasupujya           20. Munisuvrata
5.  Sumati                13. Vimala                21,-Nami
6.  Padmaprabha      14. Ananta                22. Nemi
7.  Supars"va             15. Dharma               23. Pars"va
8.  Chandraprabha    16. Santi                   24. Vardharnana
The lives of the last two closely resemble that of Gautama
Buddha ; for, like him, after attaining enlightenment, they tra-
velled for many years over the plain of the Ganges, preaching
and making disciples, till they died at an advanced age. They
may be regarded as historical. The others are- purely legendary.
All of them are represented as having been Kshatriya princes of
North. India. All but two belonged to the Ikshvaku line of kings,
and ruled over one or another of the states along the Ganges
Valley, All but four passed to nirvana from the ParSvanatha
.Hlllm Bengal. The first, $isbabba,'is said to have been the
'father of Bahubali (Gommata) and of Bharata, the Emperor
from whom India derives its name of Bharata. The sixteenth,
Santinatha, King of Hastinapura, is said to have been emperor of
all India. Prom his time the Jaina religion, which had been inter-
mittent before, became permanently established. The twentieth,
Hunisuvrata, and twenty-second, Neminatha, were of the Hari
line, i.e. of the same family as Krishna, Hence their story is often
called a Harivams'a, Like Kpshna, they are represented as dark-
hued. Neminatha was cousin to Krishna and Balarama ; and his
sirvana was from Girnar Hill in Katbiawar,
It will thus be seen that the Jaina ideal was asceti-
cism'. Many of the Jaina writers whose names appear
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